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all the Emperor's perspicacity it was impossible for him at
Paris to judge of the numerous difficulties which would
hamper G-ardanne in carrying out his orders. Napoleon
could never believe that the flight of Portuguese occupants
at the approach of a French corps had been so universal
that it was impossible to come across an inhabitant from
whom one could receive the slightest information. This,
however,.was what befel Gardanne. A former page of
Louis XVI., whom the Emperor had made governor to Ms
pages, he was lacking in initiative, and only did well under
the direction of an able general. Now he completely lost
his bearings. Not knowing where to find Massena's army, he
wandered in all directions, and when he at length reached
Cardigos, a day's march, as his maps showed, from the Zezere,
he did not realise that in war a flying column in search of a
friendly force should always steer itself by rivers, forests,
large towns, and mountain chains, for if the troops whom he
has to reach are anywhere near, they will certainly have
pickets at these important points. It is hard to understand
why Gardanne forgot this rule of the craft, but he actually
lost a good many men by a precipitate retreat without having
seen the enemy. If he had but pushed on three leagues to
the Zezere he would have seen our outposts, as it was he
returned to Spain taking back reinforcements, ammunition >
and horses.

Massena began to fear lest provisions might run short on
the right bank of the Tagus, and resolved to tap a new
country by throwing a portion of his army across the river^
into the fertile province of the Alemtejo. To this end he
ordered a division to cross the Zezere and occupy Punhetey
a small town at the point where that river flows into the
Tagus. This seemed a good point to establish a bridge, but
materials were lacking. Everything was, however, supplied
by the zeal and activity of General Ebl6, well supported by
his subordinate artillery officers. Forges and saw-mills;
were built; tools, planks, beams, anchors and ropes manu-
factured, numerous boats were constructed, and the work
progressing as it werb by magic, we conceived the hope ofo
